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Abstract 

This document is a deliverable of project CrossFlow 28635 of the ESPRIT programme of the European Community

This deliverable describes a language for the CrossFlow contracts, based on the Contract Model, that is described in CrossFlow deliverable [D4b]. Contracts are expressed in XML. This document defines the Document Type Definition (DTD) that specifies the structure of the XML that will be used for all contracts. The relation of this DTD to the contract model is explained and additional constraints that should insure the validity of contracts are defined.

This document contains the core of the contract language. A number of details will be further elaborated when more detailed requirements to the language will become clear. A major aspect in this respect is that the current language aims at a simple scenario in which there is one service enactment per contract. PFC clauses (Partially Filled Contract Clauses) have been included in the Contract Model to deal with multiple enactment cycles and contracts that are filled in in phases, but have not yet been elaborated in deliverable D4b. For reasons of consistency between deliverables, PFC clauses have been included in the language design presented in this deliverable. The clauses require elaboration to be usable in a multi-service contract scenario. The PFC clauses as specified in this document are thus to be interpreted as placeholders for further work, not as input to the CrossFlow contract management software.
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